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MJC to approach experts to explain symbols at
desecrated Musnm graves « FACT: Rassie now 'loses control' of most top
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= What have the Springboks done with the Webb
Jenna Etheridge Ellis Cup's lid?

= AS IT HAPPENED | #SpringbokTrophyTour -
Boks wrap up final leg of trophy tour in Elsies

neW524 n L 2 River and Pollard is back

= O'Gara wonders why Eddie Jones didn't bend
rules to thwart Boks

The Muslim Judicial Council is trying to understand * Investment pioneer Allan Gray dies

what motivated the desecration of around 80
graves at the Mowbray Muslim cemetery in Cape
Town, in which headstones were arranged in a
cross and other shapes this week.
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"The headstones have been moved from the
graves and it looks like cult things and signs that
have been put there," the MJC's cemetery
management committee head, Sheikh Riad Fataar,
said.

Having visited the cemetery, he said it was a very
sad situation because some affected families had (PHOTO: Getty/Gallo Images)

only buried their loved ones a week or two ago.
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"They have to go through the same pain and Send us your pictures - Send us your stories
trauma again."

Related Links

= Over 70 gravestones desecrated, arranged in
cross formation at Muslim cemetery in Cape

"Some are saying it's Satanism, some are saying it Town - report
ying ’ ying * Woman arrested for allegedly killing, burying son

has to do with Halloween. | am sending an email in shallow grave
this morning to UCT's religion department to figure = - Imam Haron's grave, mosque declared Western
out what these symbols mean." Cape heritage sites

His concern was whether the vandalism would
spread to other cemeteries.

READ: Over 70 gravestones desecrated,
arranged in cross formation at Muslim cemetery in Cape Town - report

The desecration was widely condemned.

Mandla Mandela, the grandson of former president Nelson Mandela, said the perpetrators should
feel the full might of the law.

"The violation of this sacred space is an evil act; it is an offence against religious sensibility, and
defiles the values of peace, respect and dignity afforded to all citizens by our Constitution," he said.

"We appeal for calm and implore the Muslim community to allow the law to take its course as such NEXT ON NEWS24
wanton acts of criminality must be dealt with by the full might of the law so that the perpetrators may
be brought to book." 5 Durban mayor to visit

i families affected by
Mandela converted to Islam when he married his fourth wife, Rabia, in February 2016. =L flooding after couple dies
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Mowbray Cemetery, Cape Town, desecrated this morning. Burial
workers arrived at the upper part of the cemetery and found
some eighty tombstones had been arranged in what appears to
be cult symbols.
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ANC spokesperson Pule Mabe said the party viewed the desecration as barbaric and an act of
provocation against the Muslim community.

"We share the deep pain felt by families whose departed loved ones have been violated in such a
raw and heartless manner. We commend affected families and the Muslim community for exercising
restraint in the face of this naked provocation.

"All normal human beings everywhere in the world respect the dead and allow them to rest in peace.

The graves are sacred places. Violating the dignity of the departed is unacceptable and ¥/
unjustifiable." oS Ts & Cs APPLY

11-22 NOV 2019
The City of Cape Town's by-laws state that a person may not "in any way damage, deface or
desecrate any part of a cemetery or anything therein". CaSth

Those who do, face a fine of up to R50 000, six months in jail, or both if convicted. osidoptackodosibset
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Due to the weight of the marble headstones, Fataar believes the act was perpetrated by a group of Road name: N2 Inbound
people. Inbound
He said a considerable amount of relatives had already contacted them about identifying the Cape Town 09:47 AM
headstones. Road name: N1 Inbound
. . . . Inbound
"We are asking the community to come forward if they have seen anything. We have also asked
everyone that when you come to the grave, please don't take any pictures or videos of the names on ‘
the headstones." More traffic reports traffic24
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