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Daniela Ciaffi is architect and community planner, associate professor in Sociology of the 
city, the territory and the environment at the Turin Polytechnic in Italy.  

She is expert in community-based urban and spatial transformations, making action-
research experiences of participatory urban planning since the late nineties and studying 
sustainability-environmental, social, economic and institutional of international cases in the 
Western world.  

In the last five years she is focused on collaborations between active citizens and local 
public administrations through innovative tools in Europe and in Italy, such as the local 
regulations to take care and regenerate the commons. She is vice president of Labsus, the 
laboratory for Subsidiarity. 

She has partecipated in a number of European project and she is actually involved in 
international networks of research. She is often invited in public debates about 
participative processes and the common goods. 

Her most important books are History, paths and policies of subsidiarity edited with Filippo 
Maria Giordano (forthcoming in february 2020, it will be published by Il Mulino, Bologna), 
Turin. Economy, government and urban spaces in a city in transformation written with Luca 
Davico, Silvia Crivello and Alfredo Mela in 2019 (published by Rubettino), Community 
action and planning. Contexts, drivers and outcomes edited with Nick Gallent in 2014 
(published by Policy Press, Bristol) and Participative planning. Models and experiences 
written with Alfredo Mela in 2011 (edited by Carocci, Rome). 

Links: 

https://didattica.polito.it/pls/portal30/sviluppo.scheda_pers_swas.show?m=4141 

LABSUS video (English): https://youtu.be/35MG1vfi6hc 

https://www.labsus.org 
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