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Berlin makes public transport free for all
schoolchildren

The Local
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Starting on Thursday, all school students in Berlin can ride the capital’s public
transport for free - whether the U-Bahn, S-Bahn, tram or bus.
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The new Schiilerticket, issued by the transport association of Berlin and Brandenburg
(VBB), is applicable to all ticket holders travelling in Berlin's AB zone covering the majority
of the city.

Children over six will also be able to ride Berlin public transport for free, even if they don't
attend a school in Berlin, as long as they bring along a school ID.

Addition Azubi discount

All Auszubildende (trainees), or Azubis as they are commonly called in German, are able to
take all Berlin and Brandenburg transit for a very subsidized cost of €365 per year (which is
equal to €1 per day) starting on August 1st.

The aim is to “relieve families and young people from both states of mobility costs while
helping the environment,” wrote the VBB in a press release.

Around 360,000 pupils will benefit from the new ticket, which was decided on last year by
Berlin's Social Democratic (SPD), Left and Greens governing coalition, according to the
Berliner Morgenpost.

The ticket even allows for taking along a bike, dog or addition child up to six years old
without charge, tweeted Berlin's SPD on Wednesday.

£ SPD Berlin B8

Morgen ist es so weit: das neue #Schulerticket Berlin AB geht
am 1.8.2019 den Start! Berlins Schiler*innen kénnen dann in
ganz #Berlin kostenlos mit Bus'E] & Bahn @unterwegs sein
und sogar noch ein Fahrrad g%, einen Hund % oder ein Kind
bis 6 Jahre kostenfrei mitnehmen!

AB 1. AUGUST GIBT ES DAS
KOSTENLOSE SCHULERTICKET
BERLIN AB FUR ALLE
BERLINER SCHULER*INNEN
MIT SCHULERAUSWEIS I*.

INKLUSIVE KOSTENLOSER
MITNAHME EINES FAHRRADS,
EINES HUNDES ODER EINES

KINDES UNTER 6 JAHREN.

63 people are talking about this

How to obtain a ticket

According to the BVG, the new ticket can only be ordered online through a special page on
the BVG website.

For pupils who already have a special subsidized pass through a Schiilerabo, there is no
need to cancel - this will already occur when the new subscription begins.

School students with an older pass, the so-called Schiilerausweis I, will also be able to ride
Berlin public transport for free during a “transition time” lasting until the end of November.

"A milestone has been reached with the new Schiilerticket in bringing young people closer
to public transport. It means freedom from Elterntaxis (parent taxis). Families benefit from
saved costs, the climate from avoided emissions,” said Berlin's traffic senator Regine
Glinther of the Greens.
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SEE ALSO: Everything that changes in Germany in August 2019
Free transportation nationwide?

Several cities around Germany have already introduced plans to make public transportation
free or significantly cheaper in order to ease traffic congestion and better protect the
environment.

The small west German city of Monheim will offer a free bus service to all starting in April
2020.

The move comes after the German government last year said it was considering free public
transport “to reduce the number of private cars”.

Since then, five German cities — Bonn, Essen, Herrenberg, Mannheim and Reutlingen — have
been earmarked to offer significantly cheaper transport tickets, with the government
poised to subsidize the projects with €128 million to help cover the income shortfall.

Other cities, such as Tiibingen in Baden-Wirttemberg, are already offer initiatives such as
free bus travel on certain days of the week in a bid to get people to leave their cars at
home.

Berlin's mayor has also proposed making the annual transport ticket just €365 - and in
doing so following the example of Vienna - in order to boost ridership and ease the capital’s
growing problem of car congestion.

SEE ALSO: Berlin considers annual transport ticket of €1 per day

Please take a moment to read this...

The Local began in 2004 as a newsletter sent to just 12 people in an language class
who wanted to keep up to date with the local news.

Fast forward 15 years and now The Local has websites covering nine countries around
Europe.

Our goal is to explain and accurately represent each country to our readers around the
world.

We write for an international audience, for whom borders are not barriers but just
something to cross to find work, love or a new life.

For our global readers, new cultures and languages are not obstacles but keys to open
new doors.

As internet giants gobble up ad revenue, the financial support we receive from Members
is crucial to our present and our future.

Our Members' contributions directly boost our coverage in each country and
Membership costs less than 15¢ per day.

Thanks for your support.
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